
 

Freedom of Information - Terms of Reference  

Term Used Explanation 

FOISA Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 
 
Places a duty on those organisations covered to 
proactively publish certain types of information; 
and to respond to requests for information; and 
to provide advice and assistance to those 
making requests for information. 
 

EIRs Environmental Information Regulations 
(Scotland) 2004 
 
Those organisations covered by EIRs have a 
duty to respond to requests for environmental 
information 
 

SIC The Scottish Information Commissioner 
 
Who is responsible for ensuring that those 
bodies covered by FOISA and EIRs comply with 
the terms of the legislation. 
 

MPS Model Publication Scheme  
 
Produced by the SIC – this details all of the 
information that those subject to FOISA should 
publish (if they hold it)   
 
 

Guide to Information  A guide that all organisations subject to FOISA 
and adopting the MPS must produce to help 
people access the information it makes 
available 
 

Classes of Information Nine broad categories describing the types of 
information authorities should publish (if they 
hold it). 
 

 

 


